THE LION AND THE MOUSE (Aesop)
Once upon a time, there was a large lion who lived in the jungle. He had a beautiful mane and huge paws, which he used when he was hunting. He was very strong and very proud and he considered himself to be the king of the jungle. 

One day the lion was sleeping peacefully when he was woken by something running up and down his back and over his face.

Pretending to be still asleep, the lion slowly opened one eye and saw that it was a little mouse.

With lightening speed the lion reached out and caught the little mouse in one of his large paws. He dangled it by its tail and roared, “I’m the King of Beasts! You’ll pay with your life for showing me such disrespect.”

The Lion held the little mouse over his huge open jaws and prepared to swallow it.

“Please, please don’t eat me, Mr King of Beasts, Sir,” squeaked the mouse. “If you forgive me this time and let me go I’ll never, never forget it.”

“I may be able to do you a good turn in the future to repay your kindness,” it squeaked.

“You, do me a favour!” roared the ion with laughter. “That is the funniest thing I’ve ever heard.”

Still laughing, the lion put the mouse down on the ground and said; “You’ve made me laugh so much I can’t eat you now. Go on, off you go before I change my mind.”

The little mouse scurried away as fast as its little legs could go.

Not long after this the lion was caught in a trap by some hunters. They tied him to a tree with rope while they went to get their wagon.

The little mouse was nearby and came when he heard the mighty lion’s roar for help.

The mouse gnawed the rope with his sharp teeth and set the lion free.

“I know you didn’t believe me, but I told you I could help you one day,” squeaked the little mouse. “Even a little mouse like me can help some one as big and strong as you.”

“Thank you my little friend. I won’t forget that lesson,” said the lion as he ran away before the hunters returned.
The End
WORKSHEET 

1. Wrtite as many words as you can associate with the word friendship.
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2. Work in pairs and answer the questions  : 

1.  What is the moral of this story? 
2. What was the lion doing when the mouse ran into his paws? 

3. Why did the lion let the mouse go? 

4. Who trapped the lion? 

5. Why did the mouse help the lion? 

6. How do you help your friends ? Why? 

7. What do you like about them? 

3. Write the article for the local paper to review the story.
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4. Which of these two animals would you like to be and why. 

    Compare the life of a lion and a mouse.

   .............................................................................................................................................

   .............................................................................................................................................
   .............................................................................................................................................

   .............................................................................................................................................

5.  Write the words for these definitions:

1. a foot of an animal with claws

2. a long loud deep sound made by a lion

3. being rude

4. extremely big

5. a thing for catching animals

6. to allow food or drink to go down the throat

7. to stop being angry, to say that you want to be friends again

8. when you do not rememer something

9. a person who chases animals

10. to escape from a place

6. „LOST LETTERS“

1. P __ __ __ D                                  2. __ E __  __  E  F __  __  __  __ 

3. __ I  S __ __ __ __ __ __ __         4. S __  __  __  __  __  W

5. __  __  __  D __  __  __  S             6. S  __  __  __  __  K

7. __ U __  __ E __                            8.  F  __  __  __  I  __   E 

7. Crossword:

1.       __  __  __ __ __ __
2.                        __ __ __ __ 

3.              __ __ __ __ __
4.              __ __ __ __ __
5.                        __ __ __ __ __ __

6.                    __ __ __ __
7.                               __ __ __ __ __ __

8.                     __ __ __ __
1. the sound the mouse makes

2. part of the body that humans do not have, but animals usually do

3. past participle of the verb „wake“

4. one of the adjectives describing the lion

5. a person who tries to catch an animal

6. a thing hunters used to tie the lion around the tree with

7. not awake, sleeping

8. plural of paw

